
LCID Themes for 2013 

 

1. Building a Responsible Global Capitalism:  

 The responsible capitalism theme includes tax, trade, the role of the private 

sector, financial regulation and action on climate change 

 We want to make sure that the private sector, particularly multinationals, play 

a positive part in securing better lives for people worldwide. Taxes are the 

biggest development contribution a company makes, and are a central part of 

corporate social responsibility. Tax havens have no place in the modern 

globalised world.  

 A responsible capitalist system is necessarily a better regulated capitalist 

system. We have seen that self-regulation does not work and creates 

systemic risks that hit the poorest first. Yet the Tories are doing their best to 

maintain the status quo, not putting in any effort to get a global growth deal at 

the G20 as money is siphoned off from the British economy and food/land 

price speculation continues unabated.  

 

2. Tackling Inequality:  

 There has been a great deal of progress in tackling absolute poverty 

worldwide since 2000, but inequality has continued to rise unabated and the 

people at the bottom have been left behind. 75% of the world's poorest live in 

MICs. The poorest and most marginalised have seen the benefits of growth 

and progress on MDG 1 pass them by.  

 We need to refocus our efforts to tackle inequality head on, and push social 

democratic partners in middle income countries to bolster their welfare 

systems to make sure the proceeds of their new found prosperity are 

equitably shared.  

 

3. Defending the role of the public-sector and public services:  

 The Tories are promoting the private sector with UK taxpayers money, whilst 

at the same time undermining support for public systems, including halving 

the budget support that helps build national systems.  

 Looking to a future where countries are no longer dependent on aid, it is vital 

that the capacity of the public sector and state institutions in poor countries is 

built so that they can deliver for citizens. Donors need to move from 

substitution to supporting state functions.  

 The world is moving towards universal health coverage - Labour should be 

insisting the UK government plays a leading role by helping nations which are 

seeking to emulate our own NHS 

 

4. Creating access to decent jobs:  

 Unemployment and underemployment is a huge concern worldwide, and 

youth unemployment in particular destabilises developing economies while 

the most productive segment of the population goes to waste. Job creation 

should be at the heart of any development strategy. 

 Work continues to be the best route out of poverty, but improving worker 

rights – through unionisation – is vital so that people get a fair day’s pay for a 

fair day’s work. There were 456 million workers in the world living below the 

$1.25 a day poverty line in 2011. 

 


