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We welcome all questions and feedback on how this campaign pack can be made as helpful as 

possible. Please contact Laura Kyrke-Smith on laura@lcid.org.uk.   

You can also follow us on twitter @LabourCID and of course we’d love you to direct your own 

followers and supporters to our website, where you can join for just £10: www.lcid.org.uk/join.  
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1) Key messages: Labour’s approach to international development 

 

 

We believe that Britain can and should support people to live a life of dignity wherever they 

live in the world. It’s in our values as a party that believes in social justice and equality. And 

it’s in our interest as a global power. 

 

1) We will help to end global poverty because it’s at the heart of Labour’s values.  

Under the last Labour Government, the Department for International Development lifted three million 

people out of poverty ever year. We are proud that we were able to empower that many peoples’ 

lives. Children are now in school because of us. Mothers are surviving childbirth because of us.   

We feel a strong moral duty to do what we can to end unnecessary suffering in the world. Whereas 

the Tories think aid is about charity or advancing British business interests, we believe that policy 

here and abroad should be about improving social justice, empowering people, reducing inequality. 

 

2) We will help to end global poverty because it also helps us too – it boosts Britain’s 

economy, Britain’s security and Britain’s standing as a global power.  

Whether we like it or not, we live in a world where what happens in other countries affects us too. So 

supporting and shaping what happens elsewhere is in our national interest here.  

Extreme weather events, including those that can hurt us in Britain, are the result of climate change 

caused by people, governments and businesses everywhere. Terrorism threats hit Britain from all 

over the world. Ebola is a threat not just to West Africa but to our country too.    

So it makes sense for Britain to invest in ending climate change globally, to support weak countries 

where terrorists hide, or to support farmers who produce the food on our supermarket shelves.  

As other countries come out of poverty, they also become countries that we can trade with, invest in, 

export our goods and services to – helping the British economy in turn. We know that some of the 

strongest business ties with developing countries are within diaspora communities.  

And what’s more, at a time when China and other countries are on the rise, it is Britain’s willingness to 

support and empower the world’s poor that helps us to continue to stand out as a global power. We 

play a strong and important role across global institutions from the UN Security Council and the EU, to 

international financial institutions like the World Bank and in the 53 states in the Commonwealth.   

 

3) We will help to end global poverty because we can – the world spends less on development 

aid than we do on ice cream or fizzy drinks.  

Overseas aid is just 0.7% of our national income: for such a small amount, for such great benefit, it is 

one of the greatest investments we can possibly make. 

Thanks to the high turnout from Labour MPs, our Parliament has now enshrined in law the 

commitment to spend 0.7% of our national income on international development every year.  

 

 

 



 
 

2) Labour’s priorities for international development 

 

 Our aim in the world is to reduce inequality – because everyone has a right to benefit from 

economic growth. While the Tories continue to prop up their wealthy friends at home and 

abroad, Labour will ensure that global economic growth works for the poorest people too. As 

Ed Miliband has said, it is unacceptable that more than one billion people still live on less than 

$1.25 a day – just 80 pence. Our challenge must be to bring this number to zero by 2030.   

 We will push for global action to tackle climate change – because if temperature changes 

lead to more droughts or floods, farming will be at risk, and hunger will return to countries 

where people now have access to food thanks to international development. Tackling climate 

change is the biggest thing we can do for our children’s generation.  

 We support the introduction of universal healthcare across the world, modelled on the 

NHS. The lack of basic health coverage in Sierra Leone allowed Ebola to spread for many 

months without international support. And it is deeply unfair that three million people die every 

year from illnesses that can be prevented with a simple vaccine. 

 We will promote the rights of women and girls – because still more girls than boys don’t 

have access to school, and still more women than men are in low paid jobs or not working at 

all. There is a close link between the progress of women and girls, and the overall progress of 

a developing country. When women’s rights are championed, development follows.  

 

 We will improve standards for workers – because nobody should die, be injured or forced 

against their will to produce the clothes we wear, the food we eat, or the gadgets we use. And 

workers should get a fair wage for the work they do, because everyone deserves a route out 

of poverty, and a decent job is often the best way out.   

 

 We will crack down on tax evasion and help developing countries build their own tax 

collection infrastructure, to ensure that developing countries aren’t reliant on aid forever. If we 

recovered what we lose in tax evasion in the UK each year, we would have more than enough 

to fund our entire international development programme as it stands. 

 

 

 



 
 

3) The facts: Labour’s track record on international development 

 

International aid has made a real difference…   

 Every single year, for the last 50 years, the number of children who die in the world has gone 

down. Last year the figure was 6.6 million. That is half what it was in 1990 (source: Bill & 

Melinda Gates Foundation) 

 Thanks to global aid efforts, since 1960 the life span for women in sub-Saharan Africa has 

gone up from 41 to 57 years (source: Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation)  

 Back in 1960, fewer than 40% of children were in school. Thanks to global aid efforts, this 

figure has now risen to at least three in four (source: Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation) 

 In the last 25 years, the number of countries with polio has reduced from 125 to 3 (source: Bill 

& Melinda Gates Foundation) 

 From 1997 to 2010, the last Labour Government helped to get some 40 million more children 

into school (source: LCID) 

 The last Labour Government improved water or sanitation services for over 1.5 million people 

worldwide (source: LCID) 

But billions of people still suffer from poverty, poor health and lack of access education…  

 Every year, 1 million babies around the world die on their first day of life, usually because 

there is no trained midwife on hand to help (source: Save the Children) 

 Every year across the world 287,000 women die in pregnancy and childbirth. That’s one 

mother dying every 2 minutes, 800 each day (source: World Health Organisation) 

 One billion people lack access to clean drinking water. 400 million of these are children 

(source: Global Issues) 

 Last year more than 50 million children were not in school and will probably never receive an 

education (source: UNICEF) 

 Almost half the world’s population, three million people, live on less than £1.50 per day 

(source: Global Issues) 

These examples show that Labour can help to make the difference…  

 Since 1960, India’s real income per person has quadrupled and Brazil’s has almost 

quintupled (source: Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation). This is not to say our work is done: 

both countries still have poverty and inequality. But growth is a strong starting point.  

 In Africa there have been some real success stories: Ghana and Rwanda will be middle-

income countries within this decade; Botswana has increased its per-person income thirty-

fold since 1960 (source: Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation) and a country like Sierra Leone, 

previously associated with conflict, has finally turned a corner.  

 So much is getting better – but there is still a huge role for countries like Britain to 

play. Through our policies on trade, climate change, tax, global economic coordination, 

immigration and defence we can be part of the solution with Labour, or part of the problem 

with the Tories.  

 

 

 

 



 
 

4) Specific messages for diaspora groups  

 

i. Indian 

 

What is Labour’s approach? 

The UK and India share a unique history and now enjoy a relationship of equals. At the heart of this 

relationship are the more than 1 million people of Indian origin living in the UK. 

India is the world's largest democracy. India has made incredible economic progress in the last 

decade and is fast becoming a new global power. The UK will work closely with it to address some of 

the most challenging issues we face today. 

Labour will support India's transformation and continue to strengthen the trade and business 

relationship between our two countries. 

However, despite the economic transformation at the national level, Labour recognises that millions of 

people still live in extreme poverty in India. One third of the people in poverty in the world live in India. 

400 million live on less than 80 pence a day. The UN has said that India is likely to miss its 2015 

target to reduce the number of women who die during pregnancy or childbirth. India alone accounts 

for one fifth of maternal deaths globally. 

Labour will support efforts by the Indian Government to tackle poverty, gender based violence and 

grow their economy. We will also work to ensure that British companies operating in India pay their 

taxes, pay their workers fairly and we will make the case for companies from other countries to do the 

same. 

So the next Labour Government will continue to strengthen that partnership for the mutual benefit of 

both countries. This will include trade, climate change, security, diplomacy and education cooperation. 

 

What did the last Labour Government do? 

 In the last five years of the last Labour Government, trade between India and Britain doubled. 

 The last Labour Government gave more than £1 billion in aid to India. This helped bring more 

than 20 million more children into school and helped to establish 250,000 new schools.  

 Urban regeneration programmes helped 10 million slum dwellers to benefit from improved 

municipal government and services, with a major focus on improving water and sanitation. 

 We helped lift millions out of poverty in Orissa, Andhra Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh through 

our work on rural livelihoods. 

 Between 2006 and 2010, Labour Government funding helped nearly 2,000 health facilities to 

provide specialist maternal and newborn care. We ensured that over 11,000 public health 

facilities were functional in rural areas and recruited and trained more than 540,000 

community-based health workers. 

 We supported civil society organisations, for example community groups and trade unions, in 

the poorest districts of India, as part of the first anti-poverty civil society initiative created on 

such a large scale. This eventually reached more than 6 million poor and marginalised 

people. 



 
 

 
ii. Bangladeshi 

 

What is Labour’s approach? 

The UK and Bangladesh share a special, long-standing and deep friendship and have many common 

interests. At the heart of these close ties are nearly half a million British nationals of Bangladeshi 

origin – people whose contributions to UK society are visible in every sphere: government, politics, 

business, law, innovations and technology, education.  

Despite huge progress since its independence in 1971, Bangladesh faces huge challenges and a 

Labour Government would support Bangladesh through its continued transition.  

Labour’s commitment to tackling climate change is particularly important for Bangladesh, which is 

highly likely to be one of the worst victims of climate change in the coming years. Both sea-level rise 

and glacial melt from the Himalayas present grave threats.  

A Labour Government would do what it can to help Bangladesh to maximise donor funding from the 

international community for adaptation.  

 

What did the last Labour Government do? 

 At the end of the last Labour Government, the UK had the largest bilateral aid programme to 

Bangladesh, and was working closely with the Bangladeshi government to support 

democracy, fight terrorism, boost trade and investment, promote education and human rights 

and on development.  

 The last Labour Government helped more than 1 million children obtain primary education. 

We helped build 15,000 classrooms and recruit 14,000 teachers.  

 We were the largest contributor to Bangladesh’s Second Primary Education Development 

Programme. 

 We also provided £12.5 million to give out-of-school children basic education and vocational 

skills to boost their chances of earning a living. 

 The last Labour Government helped provide two million people in Bangladesh with safe, 

clean drinking water and nine million people with toilets and sanitation.  

 The last Labour Government helped protect more than 300,000 Bangladeshis from flooding 

by raising their homesteads above sea level. 

 



 
 

 
iii. Pakistani 

 

What is Labour’s approach? 

The UK and Pakistan are close and historic allies. With around one million British citizens of Pakistani 

heritage and $2 billion worth of trade flowing between our two countries each year, a good 

relationship with Pakistan is essential.  

Despite the progress made in Pakistan, great challenges remain. One in ten children die before their 

fifth birthday and half of the adult population are still unable to read or write. It is estimated that at 

least seven million school-age children do not attend primary school. Pakistan is unlikely to meet its 

UN goal of primary school education for every child by the end of 2015.  

While the security situation remains so fragile, it is difficult to make progress towards lifting the 

poorest people in Pakistan out of poverty. 

This is an important moment for the future of Pakistan and Labour would continue to work closely with 

the Pakistani government to help support economic growth, fight inequality and poverty and to 

counter terrorism and radicalisation. 

 

What did the last Labour Government do? 

 The last Labour Government helped to save the lives of 200,000 children and prevent another 

800,000 from becoming malnourished.  

 If development support had continued under the last Labour Government, Pakistan would 

have been Britain’s second largest development programme in the world by 2011.  

 To combat illness and disease, support under the last Labour Government helped to save 

200,000 children’s lives, and stopped 800,000 children becoming malnourished.  

 We provided access to clean drinking water for 1.1 million people in Pakistan.  

 Under the last Labour Government, we prevented 2.4 million TB and 450,000 malaria cases 

and increased the percentage of children being immunised from 53% to 76%.  

 Together with local partners we have helped raise the incomes of 300,000 poor women and 

their families by over 50%. 

 Our work on maternal mortality, including support for initiatives to increase the number of 

midwives, helped to prevent 15,000 mothers’ deaths across Pakistan. 

  

 



 
 

 
iv. Caribbean 

 

What is Labour’s approach? 

Whilst Caribbean economies are strengthening, significant development challenges remain.  

The Caribbean is one of the regions of the world most at risk from rising sea levels and hurricanes, 

with 6 out of 10 people living in coastal communities. 

 

HIV and AIDS is the leading cause of death of adults under 44 in the Caribbean. 

Crime and insecurity costs the Caribbean 5-10% of its GDP each year.  

Labour is committed to working with Caribbean countries to help the region become a player in the 

global economy, whilst lifting its poorest people out of poverty.  

 

What did the last Labour Government do? 

 The last Labour Government provided £73 million in development support to the Caribbean to 

help fight poverty and increase opportunity for people across the Caribbean. 

 Our strategy concentrated on helping the region to grow economically, become more 

competitive, and support governments to work together to tackle barriers and risks to growth 

such as climate change and insecurity.  

 The last Labour Government helped communities adapt to cope with the threat of climate 

change - from water management in the Grenadines and St Lucia to developing early warning 

systems. 

 Back in 2008 we provided £7 million to help support the victims of the devastating hurricane, 

Grand Turk. We also provided emergency relief for people affected by hurricanes Gustav, 

Hanna and Ike. 

 We provided £3.8 million to help fund the world’s first catastrophe insurance fund. This was to 

provide Caribbean governments with immediate cash for urgent relief and recovery works in 

the wake of a hurricane or earthquake. 

 In 2008 Labour announced it is writing off £5 million of debt owed by Jamaica after important 

steps towards reform by its government at the time. Between 1998 and 2008, the UK wrote 

off £51 million of Jamaican debt, while giving £2.5 million additionally in aid every year aimed 

at helping the poorest people in the country. 

 We used our skills and expertise to help governments in the Caribbean fight crime. Our 

support to the community security programme helped to reduce murder rates in the Dunkirk 

and Matthews Lane areas of Jamaica by over 90% in just three years.  

 We concentrated on strengthening security and justice in Guyana and Jamaica through 

support to the police and community security initiatives and the reintegration of criminal 

deportees. 

 In Jamaica we promoted reform of the police, helping to transform high crime inner-city 

communities. 



 
 

v. Ghanaian 

 

 

What is Labour’s approach? 

Britain and Ghana share close historical ties and almost 100,000 people of Ghanaian origin live in 

Britain today.  

We have huge respect for Ghana’s transformation in recent years. Ghana is now on track to become 

a middle-income country, which is testimony to the ambition and hard work of Ghana’s own 

government and people to lift their country out of poverty.  

However development challenges remain and Labour is committed to supporting Ghana through its 

transition to middle-income country.   

 

What did the last Labour Government do? 

 The last Labour Government helped to achieve a 28% reduction in child mortality rates. We 

did this by ensuring that more than 9 out of every 10 pregnant women attended at least one 

antenatal clinic, and vaccinating 23,000 children under one year old against measles. 

 We worked with the Ghanaian government and local civil society organisations to ensure that 

enrolment, retention and completion in primary schools increased to 90% by 2010, that equal 

numbers of boys and girls attended primary and junior school, and that there was a 

substantial improvement in the quality of teaching in primary schools.  

 The last Labour Government helped Ghana to provide social security for 8,200 poor 

households. 

 Under the last Labour Government, UK funding provided emergency relief for an estimated 

75,000 people affected by flooding. 

 



 
 

 
vi. Nigerian 

 

What is Labour’s approach? 

Last year Nigeria overtook South Africa as the fastest growing economy in Africa. It is a country with 

huge potential and the close economic ties with Britain are a source of prosperity for Britain and 

Nigeria. Hundreds of thousands of people of Nigerian origin live in the UK.  

However Nigeria is often in the news for the wrong reasons. Stability is a big challenge and we have 

been horrified by the increase in violent acts from Boko Haram. We hope for a peaceful and 

democratic election in Nigeria this year, which leads to the best possible outcome for the country.  

Nigeria still has a big development challenge too. In Nigeria, almost 100 million people still live on less 

than £1 a day. More than 100 women die every day from complications during pregnancy and 

childbirth – maternal mortality rates are amongst the worst in the world, and Nigeria is unlikely to meet 

the Millennium Development Goal targets this year. Over 2,000 children under 5 die every day from 

preventable diseases, and 8.5 million children do not go to school - the most of any country in the 

world.  

Nigeria is likely to be one of the countries most affected by climate change, with desert encroachment 

in the North and a heightened risk of flooding along the highly populated coast in the South.  

Labour will continue to support Nigeria to improve the life chances and dignity of the poorest 

Nigerians. 

 

What did the last Labour Government do? 

 The last Labour Government helped to provide drugs and medical equipment to a total of 

1,000 health facilities in six Nigerian States. Primary Health Care centres supported by this 

project showed a 58% increase in utilisation within one year of our support.  

 The last Labour Government, in partnership with the Norwegian Government, agreed to help 

improve maternal health services for up to five million women. 

 We helped send HIV prevention messages to 23 million young people through a targeted 

mass media campaign delivered by the BBC World Service Trust.  

 The last Labour Government provided £50 million to the National Malaria Programme as part 

of plans to distribute two insecticide-treated bed nets to each Nigerian household. 

 The last Labour Government provided hundreds of grants to 375 schools, helping to fund 

school improvements and books, and encouraging girls to attend school regularly. 

 We provided particular support to female teacher trainees from rural areas, where there are 

very few female teachers.  

 Nigeria’s House of Representatives Committee on Climate Change was inaugurated with 

support from the last Labour Government. The Committee was set up to champion climate 

change issues in Nigeria, help ensure that climate change issues are adequately addressed 

in law and promote a more coordinated national response to climate change.  

 



 
 

 
 
vii. Somali and Somaliland 

 

What is Labour’s approach? 

The UK and Somaliland have close historical ties, and under the last Labour Government Britain was 

a leading supporter of improved peace and security in the Horn of Africa region.  

There are at least 200,000 Somalia or Somaliland-born people living in the UK. 

Labour is committed to reducing conflict and improving the lives of the poorest people in the Horn of 

Africa.  

 

What did the last Labour Government do? 

 The last Labour Government played an important part in developing and supporting a range 

of reconstruction programmes led by the United Nations and international partners. 

 

 In Somalia, in Labour’s last year in office alone, we gave nearly £3.5 million in emergency aid 

to 500,000 victims of conflict across the country. This helped to provide emergency food and 

livelihood assistance.  

 

 We set up 34 primary health care clinics serving 500,000 people in South Central Somalia.  

 

 The last Labour Government funded a three-year £6 million partnership agreement with 

UNESCO and UNICEF which trained over 500 teachers and 900 community education 

committees and benefited 23,500 children in South Central Somalia.  

 

 Our funding led to the rehabilitation of 3 hospitals, 4 healthcare centres and 52 health posts 

that treated over 200,000 people in Gedo. 

 

 In Somaliland, the last Labour Government helped to increase school enrolment from 40,000 

children to 70,000 children in three years, together with the UN. 

 

 Our support also helped the Ministry of Education in Somaliland to improve and manage their 

examinations so that they are acknowledged as being of high quality and are accepted 

throughout the region. 

 

 The last Labour Government worked to strengthen regional health systems in Somaliland, as 

a pilot for the rest of Somalia. Through this work, vaccination rates in Amoud village, for 

example, increased from 10% coverage to 87%.  

 

 In Somaliland we also distributed 120,000 insecticide-treated bed nets to help combat 

malaria.  

 

 



 
 

5) Q&A: How to answer those tricky doorstep questions 

 

Why are we throwing away money on foreign aid when so many people need help in the UK? 

It’s not either/or: we can afford to support poor people in the UK and overseas. Just 0.7% of our 

national income goes towards overseas aid. The vast majority of the money spent by the government 

goes towards supporting and protecting British people, which is absolutely as it should be.  

So we will help to end global poverty because we can – the world spends less on development aid 

than we do on ice cream or fizzy drinks. We will help to end global poverty because we should – it’s at 

the heart of Labour’s values. We will help to end global poverty because it also helps us too – it 

boosts Britain’s economy, Britain’s security and Britain’s standing as a global power. 

 

Don’t the Tories support aid spending too? I’m all for international development – but I’ll still get that if 

I vote Tory… 

The Conservatives talk the talk on aid, but won’t fight for real long-lasting development. We believe all 

foreign policy should help the world’s poorest people because it is unfair how the rules have been 

rigged against them. The PM and Chancellor have a traditional Tory approach to international affairs, 

prioritising exports to benefit business above trade justice to benefit poor people, and putting the 

interests of bosses above those of their workers. Labour defends workers and social justice abroad 

for the same reasons that Labour defends workers and social justice at home. For Labour it is 

fundamentally about justice, and giving everyone a fair chance to lift themselves out of poverty. 

 

The Tories seem to be doing a good job of tackling Ebola – what’s wrong with that? Would Labour 

have actually done anything differently? 

There is no doubt that the world responded too slowly to Ebola. The Tories still haven’t spent all the 

money that they pledged through DFID. But there are many brave people out in West Africa now, 

including lots of Brits, helping to treat its victims and prevent further outbreaks.  

But for Labour it is not just about tackling diseases once they have broken out. It’s about investing in 

healthcare systems before crisis point, just as we did when we set up the NHS in the UK. Contrast 

Nigeria, whose relatively strong health system was able to contain and beat the Ebola virus, with 

Sierra Leone where a much weaker system was quickly overwhelmed.  

We believe that universal healthcare coverage is the only way to ensure that everyone receives the 

treatment they need to lead a life of dignity. 

 

What did Labour actually spend its aid money on during the last Labour Government? 

Every year the last Labour Government helped to lift three million people out of poverty. We are proud 

to have helped to get some 40 million more children into school. We improved access to water and 

basic sanitation for over 1.5 million people. We distributed 70 million bed-nets to protect families from 

malaria. This was money well spent and it has made a real difference to people’s lives.  

 

Doesn’t our aid end up in the wrong hands? We try to help but we just end up giving money to 

dictators/ terrorists/ organisations like the EU that throw it down the drain.  

We’re not pretending that making decisions about where to spend aid money is easy. Often the 

people who need it most live in the most difficult environments to operate in. But these challenges 



 
 

shouldn’t stop Labour advancing our belief in social justice and equality, and advancing our  

interests as a global power, through a commitment to international development.  

Good governance, democracy and human rights are at the heart of Labour’s approach. Our aid will 

always support these goals – whether we work with governments or local charities - and we won’t 

stand back from taking a tough stance where corruption or misuse of aid is identified.  

 

How can Labour claim to be in favour of international development, when last time the Labour 

Government invaded Iraq and went to war in Afghanistan? 

Whatever you think about those military interventions some ten years ago, we have seen good signs 

of progress since – whether it is girls who are now in school, or farmers who are being helped to grow 

new crops. Of course there is a lot more to be done, but we are proud of this progress.   

 

We have seen recently how hostile African governments are to gay and lesbian rights. Why should I 

contribute to helping such governments through my taxes? 

Labour will take a strong stand over human rights violations of any kind and take appropriate actions if 

needed. However – as many human rights activists in these countries would agree – the poorest 

people shouldn’t suffer as a result of our opposition to a government’s legislation and actions. We 

must support those advocating for improved social justice and reducing inequality while ensuring that 

our aid money still reaches those who need it most. If this means diverting aid away from 

governments and towards local charities, then that is what we will do.  

 

Some of the governments that we give aid to are really bad on gender equality – take for example 

Afghanistan. Why should we support them by giving them aid?   

We’re not pretending that making decisions about where to spend aid money is easy. But in 

somewhere like Afghanistan, despite the difficulties, progress has been made, for example in terms of 

access to education for girls.  

As many human rights and women’s activists in these countries would agree, the poorest people 

shouldn’t suffer as a result of our opposition to a government’s legislation and actions. We must 

support those advocating for improved social justice and reducing inequality while ensuring that our 

aid money still reaches those who need it most.  

 

If I care about climate change, shouldn’t I vote Green not Labour? 

The Green Party shares our commitment to taking tough global action climate change, and know as 

we do that climate change hits the poorest hardest. Supporters of the Green Party share many of our 

progressive values too – our commitment to social justice, to human rights. 

But we mustn’t assume that the Green Party is capable of being a green government. They have no 

track record of government; there is no evidence that they can turn commitments into action, as the 

last Labour Government did with our commitment to international development, helping to lift three 

million people out of poverty every year.  

 



 
 

 
6) Calendar of campaign opportunities 

 

Date  What’s happening? 

15 January  Ed Miliband speech to launch Action/2015 campaign 

23-27 January World Economic Forum 

23 February – 8 March Fairtrade Fortnight 

March One year since first Ebola cases identified in West Africa 

6 March Ghana Independence Day 

8 March International Women’s Day 

13 March 4
th
 anniversary of the first Arab Spring demonstrations in Syria 

21 March International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 

23 March Pakistan Day 

5 April Easter Sunday 

7 April 21
st
 anniversary of the genocide in Rwanda 

16 April Presidential Election in Nigeria 

25 April World Malaria Day 

1 May International Malaria Day  

3 May World Press Freedom Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

7) Find out more 

 

1) Ed Miliband’s speech to the ONE campaign. “Climate change and global poverty may not be 

as fashionable as they once were - but they matter more than ever”: 

http://press.labour.org.uk/post/108107596819/climate-change-and-global-poverty-may-not-

be-as 

2) Shadow Secretary of State for International Development Mary Creagh’s article in the 

Independent on her priorities for the SDGs: 

http://www.independent.co.uk/voices/commentators/labour-will-lead-the-world-to-agree-an-

ambitious-set-of-poverty-reduction-goals-9877889.html 

3) Labour’s track record on international development: http://lcid.org.uk/achievements/ 

4) Top 3 myths about international development, according to Bill and Melinda Gates in their 

2014 Annual Letter: http://annualletter.gatesfoundation.org/ 

5) Save the Children ‘Second a Day’ video. In less than 2 minutes this shows what the war in 

Syria does for its children: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RBQ-IoHfimQ 

6) The IF Campaign on ‘What Has Aid Actually Done for Anyone?’: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AlKaNJzHdF0 

7) James Bond on women’s rights for International Women’s Day: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gkp4t5NYzVM 

8) Top 10 public misperceptions by Ipsos MORI, including on foreign aid: http://www.ipsos-

mori.com/researchpublications/researcharchive/3188/Perceptions-are-not-reality.aspx#_edn6 

9) Nelson Mandela’s speech in Trafalgar Square on why we should Make Poverty History: 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/4232603.stm 

10) For all the latest international development news, check out the Guardian Global 

Development site: http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development 

11) For more facts and figures, check out this data from the World Bank: 

http://data.worldbank.org/topic 

12) BOND Parliament hub – for Parliamentarians looking to find out more about international 

development: http://www.bond.org.uk/resources/parliament-hub 
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