To the Rt Hon Emily Thornberry
Shadow Foreign Secretary
Dear Ms Thornberry,
We write to you jointly as the Labour Campaign for International Development and the Syrian British
Council (SBC) — a recently established organisation that brings together Syrian civil society groups,
British nationals and UK-based Syrian individuals across Britain to work towards achieving a democratic
and human rights-abiding Syria, free from extremism and dictatorship.
The Labour Party’s principles of international solidarity with the oppressed makes it a natural ally to those
Syrians who envision a Syria free from tyranny. As representatives of Syrian democrats across the UK,
the SBC would like to feel confident that any future Labour Government would proactively support the
promotion and protection of human rights for Syrians by maintaining and building on the UK’s
commitments established since the start of the Syrian crisis in 2011. Below is a list of commitments that
the UK has upheld, and which we hope the Labour Party will continue to support should it come to form
the next government. These include:
1.

the UK refraining from normalising relations with the Assad regime; to maintain the suspension of all services of
the British Embassy in Damascus; as well as maintaining the dismissal of the regime’s ambassadorial and
consular mission here in the UK.

2.

to refrain from providing assistance or participation in the reconstruction of Syria under the auspices of the Assad
regime.

3. to maintain targeted sanctions against the regime and its business cronies, including those
initiated by the European Union, even after any eventual UK exit of the EU.
4.

to maintain the UK’s financial and political commitment to the United Nations’ International, Impartial and
Independent Mechanism (IIIM), in order to facilitate continued investigation and prosecution of persons
responsible for the most serious crimes under International Law committed in Syria since March 2011; including
continued support for the work carried out as part of the UN Human Rights Council’s Independent International
Commission of Inquiry (CoI) on the Syrian Arab Republic; as well as continued financial and political support to
all accountability mechanisms and NGOs gathering evidence and assisting victims.

5. to maintain the provision of UK Government financial and material assistance, including political support, to the
life-saving work carried out by the Syrian Civil Defence (also known as the White Helmets)
6. to maintain the provision of financial and material assistance to Syrian human rights defenders.
7. to maintain commitment to the Vulnerable Persons Relocation scheme.

In addition to these commitments, and in consideration of the war crimes and crimes against humanity that
continue to be committed against civilians in Syria, we hope that a future Labour government would be
proactive in bringing the UK back to its role of international influence and leadership by proposing and
implementing steps for civilian protection and a political transition.
The SBC is happy to meet with Labour party representatives to discuss these issues further.
With very best wishes
Mario Nicholas Hamad
Media and Research Officer
Syrian British Council
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Vice Chair
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